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NOTIFCATION

Jaipur, February 15, 2010

RAJASTHAN ECOTOURISM POLICY

No. F4 (28) g7 /05:- Rajasthan is the largest'state in the country. The geographical
area of the state is 34.22 million Ha. of which 3.255 million Ha. is forest area. There are 2
National Parks and 25 Sanctuaries spread over 0.916 million la. In addition to above
forest resources the state has number of Forts, Palaces and Heritage sites adjacent or
inside the forest arcas. The importance of these resources for educational and recreational
purposcs has been realized recently. People are seeking to visit such sites to enjoy the
natural and historical splendor, which can be best summarized as Eco-tourism and has
been defined as responsible tourism to natural areas that conserves the environment and
improves the well-being of local people. As Eco-tourism is gaining importance, it has
become necessary to formulate a policy to encourage, guide and regulate in such a manner
that it grows in desirable way and benefits the people in general and help achievement of
conservation goal. Although the number of foreign and domestic tourists have almost
doubled within last four years vet the number of Eco- tourists has not increased
appreciably. This policy has been framed with a view to attract more and more eco-
tourists in the State, sensitize the general masses, government departments, NGOS etc
about eco-tourism and laying down the framework for its growth in the State in a
sustainable manner.
Objectives
The main objectives of the Eco-Tourism Policy are as follows:
+ To promote Eco-tourism in specified area of the National Parks /Sanctuaries /
forests and other areas as a conservation and educational tool.
* To encourage Eco-tourists to visit, enjoy and appreciate the nature on sustainable
basis.
¢ To enhance the awareness about the need for nature conservation among the
IMAasses.
e To preserve the existing forts, palaces and other heritage buildings by providing
access to Eco-tourists for educational and recreational purposes.
e To empower local communities to manage Eco-Tourism and generate incentives

for conservation through alternate and additional livelihood options.
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Guiding Principles

The development and management of veo-touri=m in the State will be governed b

the tollowing guiding principles

» The provisions ul'\u(inu PACts related to Forests and Fnvironnient tile Rajasthan
Forest Act. 1933, Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, Forest (Conservation) Act.

1980,
Environment Protection Act, 1986. etc and the directives and guidelines issued
hv the Central / State Government from time to time shall be striethy followed

* The state shall endeavor to follow international quality standards in developa,
and operating the ccotourism facilities and programincs,

* The quality of experience shall be given preference over the number of visitors

* The ecotourism activities will be carried out on sustainable hasis.

Strategies

* The emphasis shall be given to provide maximum possible benefit to the local
communities, like village forest protection and management committecs
(VFPMCs)/eco-development committees (EDCs), engaged in conservation and
development of forests and wildlife areas.

* Multi stakeholder partnership in developing and operating facilities and activities
to be encouraged. Development and operation to be undertaken either solely by
the government agency concerned or in partnership with the local community and
private enterprises, depending upon the specific requirements and the category
under which the destination area falls.

* Capacity building of government staff, local community, tourism entrepreneurs
and other stakeholders through regular training programmes exposure visits
seminars and workshops etc. shall be done on priority basis.

Eco-tourism as a Forestry Activity

Eco-tourism being the experiencing of natural arcas while fostering emvironmental
and cultural understanding, and encouraging preservation of wildlife and forests, is a
responsible form of tourism. Therefore, the State shall endeavor to identify eco-tourism
with forestry activities so that necessary ané meaningful development can take place
within the sites for benefit of eco-towrists and local people:
Activities Permissible under Eco-tounrism

The following activities are permissible:

* Safari in vehicles or animal back to observe wildlife and nature along designated
paths

e Trekking /nature walk through designated paths

* Boating / River cruising to view wildlife and nature

¢ Overnight camping in designated sites / forts /palaces;

e Bird watching and study of flora & fauna

» Nature camps for students to create awareness

e Angling
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*  Any other activity as may be specitically permitted
Poliey Implementation

For 0\'crs€eil1_€! the implementation  of  this  policy.  Rajasthan  Eco-tourism
Development Society will be created vnder the chairmanship of Hon'ble Forest Minister of
Rajasthan. The Society shall be assisted by the Forest Department. Tourism Department
and other Govt. Departments in implementation of the Eco-tourism policies and
activities. The Society shall be equipped with required technical and financial resources to
implement this policy. The Society shall liaise with local, national and international
stakeholders for planning, developing and implementing projects compatible with this
policy.

Although the Society would be practically autonomous, the activities of ecotourism
wonld he implemented through the tield units of Forest Department, Tourism Department.
Central © State Govt. undertakings, Village Forest Protection & Management Commitlees
(VEPMCs). Feo~development committees (EDCs), Local Bodies and Sell” help Groups

(5HGs) exe.

Facilities for Eco-tourists

For night camping a limited number of sites shall be identified initially and basic
facilities may be.developed: to serve the Eco-tourist so as to enable them to. enjoy and.
appreciate the nature. Forts and palaces shall be restored and basic camping fasilities
shall be developed. for night camping. Existing Forest Rest Houses shall be furnished and
thrown open to Eco-tourists. Nature Interpretation Centers may be established wherever
necessary. Staff and local guides shall be trained to assist: Eco-tourists during safari,
rekking, mature ecducation and other permitted activities.

The wildlife and forest arecas are sacrosanct and' should continue to sustain
themselves in pristine state. Therefore, the entry of number of tourists permissible shall be
kept within carrying capacity.

Benefits to local community

The Eco-tourism policy will result in better conservation of forest resources and
education to general public, if local community is also involved and benefited. Therefore, it
is imperative that the Society and Forest Department work out ways and means for
sustained flow of benefits to local community also.

RAJASTHAN ECO-TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION
I. Name of the Society: The name of the Socicty shall be Rajasthan Eco-tourism
Development Society ( hereinafter referred to as the " Society”)
2. Registered Office: Registered office of the Society shall be situated in the State of
Rajasthan and its permanent address shall be as under:
Rajasthan Eco-tourism Development Society
Van Bhavan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme

Jaipur






























